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Dear:

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the National HIV/HCV Co-Infection Coalition, a
national body of professional service providers and community advocates with expertise in the area(s) of
hepatitis C virus (HCV), HIV infection and substance abuse. Our coalition has had first-hand experience
dealing with the clinical and societal impact of HIV/HCV co-infection. To this end we have established a
coalition that will work to address the issues of co-infected individuals.

We want to alert you to the issues regarding HIV/HCV coinfection. We believe that these issues should
be included in the agenda of the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. We are certain
that Congress shares our concern about the growing spread of HCV in communities around the nation
and its impact on disenfranchised communities and the healthcare delivery system.

Hepatitis C has been designated as an opportunistic infection of HIV disease.

In the HIV community an estimated 30% of the 900,000 HIV-positive individuals are co-infected with
HCV. 60-90% of individuals who acquired HIV through intravenous drug use are thought to be HCV
infected as well. In 2002, injection drug use was the leading mode of transmission for an estimated
25,000 new HCV infections. Unfortunately, many injection drug users are disenfranchised from the
health care system because they are uninsured or underinsured, or dealing with multiple diagnoses: HIV,
HCV, addiction and mental illness. Among people of color HCV and HIV are more prevalent. HCV pro-
gression may be accelerated by up to five fold in people with HIV. End-stage liver disease resulting from
HCV infection has become a leading cause of death among people with HIV.

Access to HCV treatment for HIV-positive individuals has been severely limited. Only seven ADAPs
(AIDS Drug Assistance Programs) have been able to include HCV treatment in their formularies.
Funding for ADAPs must be increased so that they are able to provide treatment for HIV and HCV to all
who require it. HCV diagnostic testing is not universally covered by ADAPs or Medicaid. Funding must
be made available to assure that all HIV-positive individuals have access to HCV testing, counseling and
prevention (which has been recommended by the CDC).

An environment of HCV awareness must be created at the federal level to insure that funding is available
for testing and specialized patient support services at community based organizations. Programming
should target service providers working in HIV, medical providers, and the patient community at large.
Currently there is no mechanism for providing such crucial funding. Despite the amount of funding and
resources devoted to HIV by the federal government, adequate resources for HCV/HIV co-infection con-
tinues to be overlooked.



It is clear that we can and should integrate HCV care and prevention programs into existing, govern-
ment sponsored HIV care and prevention programs, as they provide a good, cost-effective infrastructure
for such program development. In addition preventing new infection and increasing access to HCV treat-
ment is more economical than the cost of providing long-term care and possible liver transplantation to
individuals who progress to end-stage liver disease.

Congress and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services must recognize the compelling
needs of patients suffering with both HIV and hepatitis C virus. You can begin this important work by
funding CDC initiatives incorporating HCV testing at HIV Counseling and Testing sites, funding ADAPs
and Medicaid, and funding programs dedicated to patient and provider education and supportive servic-
es, which can easily be integrated into existing HIV programs.

We ask that Congress and DHHS address these problems. We implore you to add HIV/HCV co-infection
to your national healthcare agenda and respectfully request a hearing in the House and the Senate

about HIV/HCV co-infection. Our Coalition is committed to working collaboratively with Congress and
the federal government.

Sincerely,
Jules Levin, National AIDS Treatment Advocacy Project

Muneerah Marsha Green, Fortune Society

Diana Sylvestre MD, Organization to Achieve Solutions in Substance-Abuse (OASIS),
University of California, San Francisco

Divine Pryor, Ph.D., Association for Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment, INC.

Belinda Brown ND, FNP, Mountain Plains AIDS Education & Training Center,
Colorado AIDS Education & Training Center

Francesca Toriani, MD, University of California, San Diego, UCSD Antiviral Research Center
Vivianne Valdes-Hurtado, NP,MSN, Duke University, Northern Outreach Clinic @ Maria Parham Hospital

David Bernstein, MD, FACP, FACG, North Shore Long Island Jewish Hospitals
SUNY-Downstate School of Medicine

Phyllis Beck, Hepatitis C Awareness Project, HCV Prison Support Project
James Mitchell, Addiction Research and Treatment Corporation (ARTC)
Frederick W. Christie, Founder & CEO, HOPE & AFIRM

Barry Zack MPH, Centerforce

Kate Ksobiech, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, Medical College of Wisconsin, Center for AIDS Intervention
Research



Luther C. Brock Sr., Former Director of Programs, AIDS Community Research Consortium (ACRC)
Allan Clear, Harm Reduction Coalition

Paola Barahona, MPH, Prevention Works: Needle Exchange in the Nation's Capital

Lynne LaFontaine, Austin Harm Reduction Coalition

Jason Farrell, Positive Health Project, Inc.

Erin Paige Grothues

Romeo Sanchez, Latino Prison Project, Latino Commission on AIDS

Fred Johnson, Atlanta Harm Reduction Center

Walter Ginter, National Alliance of Methadone Advocates

David A. Reznik, D.D.S., Oral Health Center, Infectious Disease Program
Grady Health System

Ethan Nadelmann, Drug Policy Alliance

Tracy Swan, Treatment Action Group

Thelma Wright, The Wright Focus Group, Inc

Susanne Smoller RCSW, CASAC, CPP, ACSW

Roxanne Butterfield, John XXIII AIDS Ministry, Monterey County Needle Exchange Project
Robert Heimer, Department of Epidemiology & Public Health,Yale School of Medicine
Peter Simpson, Harm Reduction Services

Miguel Gonzalez, East Boston Neighborhood Health Center

Matthew D. Johnson, Ph.D. candidate, Doctoral Program in Anthropology and History,
University of Michigan

Charles Thibodeaux, ATCMHMR CARE Program

Carolyn Showler, RN

Brenda Goldhammer, MPH, Derek Silva Community, Catholic Charities CYO

Vickie Johnson, Central City Hospitality House, The Mission Hotel, Tenderloin Housing Clinic
Sheigla Murphy, PhD, Center for Substance Abuse Studies, Institute for Scientific Analysis

Jill Rips, San Antonio AIDS Foundation



Damon L. Humes, Philadelphia Community Health Alternatives

Jim "Bo" Bolas, Empire State Coalition of Youth and Family Services
Leona Quewezance, All Nations Hope AIDS Network

Sheila Burt, Minority AIDS Project

Chicago Recovery Alliance

Diana McCague, Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless

L. Synn Stern, MPH, NYU School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry,
Division of Alcohol & Drug Abuse

Margaret Denison
Valley AIDS Information Network

Kris Nyrop, Street Outreach Services

Jamie Van Leeuwen, MA, MPH, Urban Peak

Monique Whalen, The Harm Reduction Project

Julie Davids, CHAMP (Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization for Power)
Judy Greenspan, HIV/HCV in Prison Committee, California Prison Focus
Harry L. Simpson, Community Health Awareness Group, POC
Athena Dorey, BSW,RSW

John Anthony Eddie, Staten Island AIDS Task Force Inc

Rebecca Mandell, New York AIDS Coalition

Joe Bostic, NYC AIDS Housing Network

Hal L. Chase RN BSN MPH, lowa Department of Public Health
Linda Foraker

Kelly McGowan, New York Peer AIDS Education Coalition

E.J. Koch, LMFT

Bruce Anderson, Harm Reduction Coalition

Andre Robertson, Black Coalition on AIDS



Chris Perry

Dickens Theodore, MD, MPH, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Division of Digestive Diseases
and Nutrition, Division of Infectious Diseases

Elana Galante , Committee to Protect San Francisco 's Most Vulnerable

Fernando Moreno, Bronx AIDS Services

Joshua Sippen, CSW, Foundation for Research on Sexually Transmitted Diseases, Inc.
Joy Rucker, HIV Education and Prevention Project of Alameda County/Casa Segura
Lillian Thiemann, Visionary Health

Luciano Colonna, Harm Reduction Project

Margo Denison, Valley AIDS Information Network, Inc

Marlon Woodward, Positive Resource Center

Micah Frazier, Project Yes!
Harm Reduction Coalition

Maggi Rambus, BSW, CAC, Wyoming Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross
Mike Bunyard, Roseburg Risk Reduction

Stephen T. Beal, MD, Episcopal Community Services of San Francisco,
Pacific Bay Inn Supportive Housing

Tom Price, MSW, CSAC Il

Stanton J. Price

Marie Trenouth RN , East Boston Neighborhood Health Center, Project Shine

Dr. Parry, Infectious Diseases, Stamford Hospital

Timothy Maroni, Santa Cruz AIDS Project

Sharon Chamberlain, HIV Alliance, Prevention and Education Department

Ken Roach

Jennifer Marshall, Harm Reduction Project

Diane Jones, RN, San Francisco Department of Public Health/San Francisco General Hospital

Terry Ruefli, Ph.D., New York Harm Reduction Educators



Debra George-Barber, M.D., T.H.E. Clinic Inc.

Denise Paone, PhD

Sundie Wright, MSN, FNP, AIDS Resources of Rural Texas, Health & Wellness Clinic

Renee Yandel, HIV Alliance

Harlan P Wolfe, Treatment and Prevention Evaluation Group, University of Miami (FL) School of Medicine
Lucy Bradley-Springer, PhD, RN, ACRN, Association of Nurses in AIDS Care

Curt Harrell, MA, Bexar Area Harm Reduction Coalition
Voices of South Texas, HIV/AIDS Prevention Community Planning Group

Rachel McLean, The Drug Overdose Prevention and Education Project
Julia Klems, N.E.E.D., Berkeley
Daniel Reilly, Hep C Connection

Janet Hancock, R.N., MPH, HIV/AIDS Project Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse (BADA), Clark County
Health District

Katherine S. Lane, M.D., STD Clinic; Bangor, Public Health Dept.
Lydia P. Harris, Las Vegas Fighting AIDS in our Community Today (F.A.C.T.)
Anne Maley, Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation

Andrea Doucette, advocate, State of Maine
Jim Driscoll, NATAP

Sherri L. Hennigan

Stella Quan, MPH, Rand Schrader Health & Research Center
Louise Binder, Canadian Treatment Action Council (CTAC)
Dr. Cora L.E. Christian, MPH, HOVENSA

Robert H. Coombs, Ph.D., UCLA School of Medicine

Gil Ferrales, LoveWORCS, L.A Shanti

Clema S. Lewis, Women’s Coalition of St. Croix

Mary Mungus, Women’s Coalition of St. Croix






